Federal Education Policy and the Future of
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z\Y Aten

v

OouU Ccan -- s
ques’rlo 3 ill |

v To ensure prc
to see this pr
device
v' PDA Certificate of €
two (2) weeks from the eve

ON TIPS

dashboard. All
) or affer the meeting

endee must be able
= dashboard on their

Il be distributed within



PATION TIPS

OuU can watch the presenta
must be logged Into the ses
PDA points

separafely i

os! DA points, be sure you have r
with your nC OM ID number as they are re
your Certificatio e cannot edit any registrati
information. "

v




ON TIPS

S

roughc , we'll be launching «
short S 1 ficipate In. These poll
quick, eas , and help us better
understa ectives of the commu
When a poll appe )N YOUr screen, please

s,



PRESENTERS

Mark McKenzi :
Zie Kristin Ri : |
LAC, PhD (China), MSOM |st|nCI::2:I:Ehe|mer Paul Magee Kelly Hora I o
Ma.O.M., L.Ac. MAc, Dipl (NC"B A HM) Ml'r]‘a‘.‘l_‘aorg‘bﬁ‘k
? > - . . . . . . + L ,* e
S bt ek ;. -M.S:,-MBA, CAE, "
'.’.‘.'.'.'c'; . Y 1 4 A ‘,“i
“‘o’ ‘0“‘0“‘

MS = . * . . . L

ACAHM
CCAHM
ASA R
Vlce.Chair*_’. PR AP PE NS, I o*
. RN ..“ A - ¢“o'. “NC’B‘AHM““:‘"

' ' . Y *
. . . . . * * * o
- ASA L 7 o .t . . . * L * L L
. ’ . . . . . . . . . +* . . * . A 2 . O . “ ’ ““""’“‘"
. . * + Py ‘ ‘




Mark McKenzie

Mark McKenzie
LAc, PhD (China), MSOM
Executive Director
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-~ The AHM Coalition is a collaboration of
. major national acupuncture organizations

to advance professional standards of
acupuncture and herbal medicine through
education, advocacy, and research.

Our mission Is to promote the integration
of these traditional practices into modern
healthcare for the benefit of all.

ACAHM

AmericanSoci
Acupuncturists

i CCAHM

Council of Colleges of
Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine
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WHY NOW?
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WHAT’'S AT STAKE?

OVERALL STRATEGY
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FEDERAL EDUCATION POLICY OVERVIEW

H.R.1 - One Big Beautiful Bill Act and Dept. of Education Negotiated Rulemaking

HR1 | OB3 passed July 4, 2025.

Two key committees — RISE and AHEAD.

AHM Coalition and founding organizations advocating since early 2025.
AHM programs (and other professions) exposed to unintended harm.
Rulemaking records and public comment are critical advocacy tools.
Every submission matters!




DOE NEGOTIATED Y—— — :

Higher Ed ~ Adult Programs Birth to Grade 12 Education Teaching & Admin Grants & Programs Laws & Policy ~

R U L E M A KI N G HOME / LAWSANDPOLICY / HIGHER EDUCATION LAWS AND POLICY / HIGHER EDUCATION POLICY

2025-2026 Negotiated Rulemaking for Higher Education 2025

This page provides information regarding the Department's negotiated rulemaking in 2025 to make regulatory changes for the programs

authorized by Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended. View our Frequently Asked Questions about Negotiated Rulemaking for
Q000G OGEOSESE - - Higher Education for mare information about negotiated rulemaking in general.
» Federal Register Notices and Fact Sheets &+
»  Public Hearing Information &+
>  Public Service Loan Forgiveness Committee 2 +
» Reimagining and Improving Student Education (RISE) Committee &+
»  Accountability in Higher Education and Access through Demand-driven Workforce Pell (AHEAD) Committee &+

Accreditation, Innovation, and Modernization (AIM) Committee - to be held in April 2026




KEY EDUCATION RULEMAKING COMMITTEES

Reimagining and

| Improving Student
Education (RISE)
Committee

Focused on program eligibility and
degree definitions. AHM licensure
programs risk structural exclusion from
professional degree classifications —
with serious financial aid implications.

/
X

CCAHM, AHMC, APWA
Coalition Comments
Submitted

NPRM Public
Comment Closed

Accountability in Higher
Education and Acess 3
Through Demand Driven
Workforce Pell (AHEAD)
Committee

Focused on Pell Grants (first session) and
accountability and earnings metrics (second
session). AHM programs face unique
vulnerability due to how outcomes data is
collected and compared across fields.

/

CCAHM Comments Submitted
During Committee

Workforce Pell NPRM Public

Comment OPEN (not critical for AHM)

Accreditation,
Innovation, and
Modernization (AIM)
Committee

“Tasked with developing proposed
regulations to reform the higher ed.
accreditation system, aimed at
reducing costs, increasing
iInnovation, and shifting focus toward
data-driven student outcomes rather
than bureaucratic compliance.”

Neg Reg sessions scheduled:
April 13-17, 2026.



https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/higher-education-laws-and-policy/higher-education-policy/negotiated-rulemaking-higher-education-2026
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/higher-education-laws-and-policy/higher-education-policy/negotiated-rulemaking-higher-education-2026
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/higher-education-laws-and-policy/higher-education-policy/negotiated-rulemaking-higher-education-2026
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/higher-education-laws-and-policy/higher-education-policy/negotiated-rulemaking-higher-education-2026

RISE COMMITTEE

(REIMAGINING AND IMPROVING STUDENT EDUCATION)

Professional Degree Designation

Professional student  : A student enrolled in a program of study that awards a professional
degree upon completion of the program, (1) A professional degree is a degree that signifies
both completion of the academic requirements for beginning practice in a given profession
and a level of professional skill beyond that normally required for a bachelors degree, where
professional licensure Is also generally requireq, and includes the following degrees
Pharmacy (Pharm.D.), Dentistry (D.D.S. or D.M.D.), Veterinary Medicine (D.V.M.),
Chiropractic (D.C. or D.C.M.), Law (L.L.B. or J.D.), Medicine (M.D.), Optomelry (O.D.),

Osteopathic Medicine (D.O.), Podiatry (D.P.M., D.P., or Pod.D .), Theology (M.Div., or M.H.L.)
(emphasis added)




Professional Degree Designation:

R I S E 1 * No explicit designation for AHM (and other professions)
« AHM meets criteria for length of study, program leading to

CO M M ITTE E licensure, etc.

« AHM programs would be subject to lower annual & lifetime loan
limits
drtvb S « $20,500/year and $100k/lifetime for non-professional grad degrees
« $50k/year and $200,000/lifetime for professional graduate degrees

Key Provisions & Impacts

Loan Availability: Changes to PLUS loan structures and

2 definitions could reduce borrowing capacity for
graduate-level AHM students. Elimination of Grad PLUS.
New lifetime limit on all Title IV loans: $257,000.

Downstream Effects: Reduced access to federal

3 loans may affect enrollment, diversity of the
student pipeline, and institutional financial
stability.
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RESPONSES (RISE) AHMC Publc Commmert

Cornme-:nt on DOE Tit!e v Letter - DOE RISE
Negotiated Rulemaking Committee

Our letter highlights the need to The AHM Coalition responded to the
preserve loan forgiveness eligibility, DOE Negotiated Rulemaking Notice

Advanced Professional Workforce maintain affordable repayment options, of Public Rulemaling (NFRM) on

March 2, 2026 to address proposed

AI Iia nce (APWA) and ensure fair institutional rules on student loans limits and

accountability for small, specialized profressional degree designations.

ha

READ LETTER

Read the Letter

Other Professional Association Partners

i CCAHM

March 2, 2026 March 2, 2026

- Secretary McMahon Nicholas Kent
United States Department of Education Icholas Ken
MERNE S 400 Maryland Averme, SW Undersecretary

_ Washington. D.C. 20202 U.S. Department of Education
Nicholas Kent, Under Secretary

1U.5. Department of Education Tamy Abernathy Office of Postsecondary Education
Office of Postsecondary El.?l.ll.'ﬂll.m Office of Postsecondary Education 400 Maryland Avenue, SW
400 Maryland Avenue, SW 400 Marvland Ave. SW. 5th Floor

Washington, DC 20202 Washington, DC 20202

Washington, DC 20202

g;;;;‘:: of Proposed Rulemaking, Reimagining and Improving Student Education (ED-2025- Re: William D. Ford Federal Direct Student Loan Program Proposed Rule, Docket ID Re: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Reimagining and Improving Student Education
) ED-2025-0OPE-0944-0001 (ED-2025-0PE-0944)

Dear Under Secretary Kent: We, the undersigned Attomeys General of Maryland, Nevada, Colorado, New York,

Arizona, California. Connecticut. Delaware. the District of Colunbia. Hawai'i. Illinois, Maine. Dear Undersecretary Kent,
On behalf of the Council of Colleges of Acupunciure & Herbal Medicine (“CCAHM"), we Massachusetts, Michigan. Minnesota, New Jersey, New Mexico. North Carolina, Oregon. Rhode
appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Reimagining and Improving Student Education Island. Vermont, Virginia. Washington. and Wisconsin. and the Govemors of Kansas and Kentucky
(“RISE") Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“NPRM”). (the States), write in opposition to the U.S. Department of Education’s (Department’s) Notice of On behalf of the Advanced Professional Workforce Alliance (APWA), we g#
) Proposed Rulemaking proposing a definition of “professional degree™ for the William D. Ford opportunity to comment on the Reimagining and Improving Student Egf/.
L Introduction Federal Direct Loan program (the Proposed Rule or Rule), published in the Federal Register at 91 i . i i

Fed. Reg. 4254 on January 30, 2026. The Proposed Rule is unlawful. unnecessarily restrictive, and NoticaatFroposed Rulemaking (RIERF). WawIRa t0 axprass Sanouy)

CCAHM represents 32 out of 46 accredited institutions offering graduate and doctoral . : T - : . :
programs in Acupunciure and Herbal Medicine (“AHM") in the United States. Our membership hanmful to States. We urge the Department to abandon the proposed definition of “professional the proposed definition of “professional degrees” in relation to othdg |
includes both monprofit and for-profit institutions. Our member programs are aceredited by the degree” in 34 C.ER. §685.102 or to :’l(%]ust th_e definition so that it would clide post- programs. While the propased change may appear technical, the cff |
Acereditation Commission for Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine (“ACAHM"), which is recognized baccalaureate degrees in nursing. physician assistance. physical therapy. and other health hi The cl ificati " . lv aff h
by the U.S. Department of Education, and lead to licensure in 47 states and the District of Columbia. professions, as well as similarly situated degrees that fall within the statutory definition. anything but. The classification of degrees directly affects who can

PWA Letter

support effo
XTIy

concerned t




l‘{'{’.‘f.f-':AccouNTABlL|TY IN HIGHER EDUCATION AND ACCESS

AHEAD COMMITTEE

) U.S. Department of Education

" THROUGH DEMAND-DRIVEN WORKFORCE PELL eres «  Aaspogans « OrintoGase s
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Negotiated Rulemaking for =

“Summary —
Establishes how programs are evaluated based on graduate earnings — | o | |
: . . . This page provides information regarding the Department'$ -
similar to Gainful Employment metrics. authorized by Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, 388

Higher Education for more information about negotiated ruSs '

e One framework
* No carve outs

Where things stand
« Committee has concluded.
« Proposed rule (NPRM) on earnings & accountability framework expected early Aprli
« CCAHM and AHM Coalition will post templates once NPRM is open e
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Metrics & Framework

Accounting & Data Overview

Timeline & Implementation

Unique Impact on Schools
and the Profession

How we Address the Issues

(3) Modifications to Gainful Employment

Current GE Proposed GE Rule

Applies to:

Tests:

Earnings
Measurements:

Earnings
Benchmarks:

Process for

Aggregating Small
Programs:

Exemptions:

Sanctions:

GE-Programs GE-Programs

Earnings Test and Debt-to-Earnings Test Earnings Test Only

3-year Median Earnings of Working and Non-

Working Individuals 4-Year Median Earnings of Working Individuals

Earnings of individuals with a High School Aligned with OBBB Section 84001
Diploma in the same state (The Six Earnings Benchmarks)

Aligned with OBBB Section 84001
Pooled 2- or 4-year cohorts (Up to 8 years for programs with less than 30 Title
IV Completers)

Foreign colleges; qualified graduate programs; Aligned with OBBB Section 84001
substantially similar programs with fewer than  (Programs with fewer than 30 Title IV completers

30 Title IV completers. after OBBB-aligned aggregation method).

Loss of all Title IV aid Loss of Federal student loans

(1) Timing of the First Earnings Test

+ Under the proposed rule, the first earnings test would be calculated in early 2027, and
colleges would be notified of the result at that time.

o July 1, 2027 is the first year that programs could “fail” the earnings test for the first time.

- The second earnings test would be calculated in early 2028, and colleges would be
notified of the result at that time.

o July 1, 2028 is the first date that programs could lose access to Federal student loans.

@ U.S. Department of Education




MOBILIZING FOR ACTION

Who should act?
 Institutions
« Practitioners
« State Associations
« Acupuncture Associations
« Patients

What to do?
« Stay Informed | Join AHM Coalition Monthly Calls!
« Legislative Outreach
« Coordinated Public Comment (when NPRM is posted)




KEY TAKEAWAYS &
NEXT STEPS

Coordination is Key

Messaging is Critical

AHM + Other Impacted Professions

®

RISE Legislative Outreach

RISE legislative outreach is the immediate priority. Act as
recommended by ASA with clear targets and templates.

AHEAD Committee NPRM Responses
(Coming Soon - Expected early April!)

We need everyone to coordinate on responses to public

comment once it opens. Templates will be available on
the AHM Coalition and CCAHM website.

AHEAD Committee Legislative Outreach
(~April-May)

Coordinated strategy, templates and talking

points coming soon after NPRM.




M NASFAA

EXTE R NAL (Nat'l. Assoc. of Student Financial Aid Administrators)
Articles and webinars on current higher education events,

R ESO U RC ES policy trackers, daily updates published.
SICSPEN

(Career Schools Private Education Network)
Webinars on current events, daily updates emailed.

Thompson Coburn
(Attorneys at Law)
Webinars & higher education updates.

DOE Negotiated Rulemaking

Federal Register



https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/higher-education-laws-and-policy/higher-education-policy/negotiated-rulemaking-for-higher-education-2025-2026#reimagining-and-improving-student-education-rise-committee
https://www.federalregister.gov
https://www.nasfaa.org/Negotiated_Rulemaking
https://www.nasfaa.org/Negotiated_Rulemaking
https://cspen.com
https://www.thompsoncoburn.com/insights/january-2026-ahead-negotiated-rulemaking-committee-debrief/
https://www.thompsoncoburn.com/insights/january-2026-ahead-negotiated-rulemaking-committee-debrief/
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AHM Coalition Provides Public
Comment on DOE Propsed
Regulations

The AHM Coalition responded to the DOE
Negotiated Rulemaking Notice of Public
Rulemaking (NPRM) on March 2, 2026 to
address proposed rules on student loans

limits and profressional degree designations.

Read the Letter

FEATURED EVENT:

AHM Coalition Announces Town

Hall on Federal Education Policy

and the Future of AHM

Register Now - March 18, 2026
8 pm ET

View all News

[ atest News

CALL FOR
PUBLIC
COMMENT

FProtect AHM Education

Daadline: Manday, kMarch 2

WE WELCOME ALL VOICES

Call for Action!
Protect AHM Education
Public Comment due March 2nd

The LS. Department of Education has issued s proposed
rule that could affect federal student loan access for
licensure-leading Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine
programs. f not addressed, the propasal could significantly
reduce loan limits for AHM students and creste new barriers
to entry into the profession. Deadline: Monday, March 21

Submit Comments Now




THANK YOU!

Please stay engaged!

PDA Certificates of Completion and PDA
Points will be distributed within two weeks of
this event date.

WWW.AHMCOALITION.ORG
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